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Introduced by Council Member Daniels:
RESOLUTION 2015-348-W
A RESOLUTION URGING THE SHERIFF TO UTILIZE THE CURFEW PROVISIONS IN CHAPTER 603 (CHILDREN’S CURFEW), ORDINANCE CODE, TO CURB VIOLENCE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
according to the Center for Disease Control (the “CDC”) homicide is the second leading cause of death among young people ages 10 to 24 years olds in the United States; and 


WHEREAS, the CDC suggests that several community risk factors for youth violence include diminished economic opportunities, high levels of crime and socially disorganized neighborhoods; and 


WHEREAS, youth living in neighborhoods where teens are forced to join gangs to survive, and fighting is the norm, are more likely to act aggressively and participate in violent behaviors; and 

WHEREAS, the proliferation of drugs and availability of guns in various neighborhoods in Jacksonville have contributed to the destabilization of these communities; and  
WHEREAS, for the month of April alone, there have already been 32 shootings and seven deaths throughout Jacksonville, many of which can be attributed directly to gang or drug-related activity; and 
WHERAS, recent examples of youth violence in Jacksonville include 1) a teen shooting death on Atlantic Boulevard on April 5; 2) a gang member death at a Cassat Avenue McDonald’s on April 22; and 3) a drive-by shooting which killed two women and injured a third on April 24; and 
WHEREAS,
community leaders, clergy, and the Sheriff’s Office have struggled with best method for containing gang violence and curtailing violent crime; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 2006-899-E, the Council approved Chapter 603 of the Ordinance Code which established a children’s curfew program in various zones of the City for youth under the age of 18; and 

WHEREAS, there is an immediate need for the Sheriff to enforce the provisions of Chapter 603 given the rise in gang-related activity and violent crimes in the last month; and  

WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Office is urged to implement and enforce the provisions of Chapter 603, Ordinance Code for the protection and safety of youth as well as the community at large; now therefore  


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Urging the Sheriff to utilize the provisions of Chapter 603 regarding children’s curfews. The City Council does hereby urge the Sheriff to immediately enforce the provisions of Chapter 603, Ordinance Code, and implement the children’s curfew provisions set forth in Chapter 603.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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